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A PRACTICAL STUDY GUIDE






WHAT IS NEEDED IS A RETHINKING OF
LIFESTYLE BASED ON RESPECT FOR
NATURE, RESTRAINT IN THE EXPLOITATION
OF THE WORLD'S RESOURCES,
REDEFINITION OF HUMAN NEEDS
AND RESTORATION OF THE DIGNITY
OF CREATED LIFE!









Conlenle






TIP 1 PRAYER

What is the most important thing you can do as you begin this journey on caring for creation?
To invite God to be a part of it! Call upon the Holy Spirit to open your eyes to what you need to
learn—and possibly change—regarding this important topic. You will probably feel challenged,
even overwhelmed, as you go through this study guide, so ask God to be your partner. Ask Him to
keep you accountable to Him about the way you live and care for creation.

Start a prayer journal where you write down the specific goals that you would like to achieve in
caring for creation, and pray about them regularly, whilst taking the necessary steps. Step out in
prayer and in faith, as you will see in chapter 7.

In each chapter, you will also find a Prayer of the Day, which aims to focus your prayer time on the
topic of the day. This short prayer after the main text should get you started and prompt you to
invite the Holy Spirit to act in your life in a specific way.

TIP 2 ~ ICEBREAKER
AND CHALLENGE

If you want to get the most out of this study guide, pay close attention to both the icebreaker and
the challenge of each chapter. Hopefully, the Icebreaker makes the topic tangible for you. A group
experience will be even more valuable because it will allow you to consider other points of view
and learn from others. Immediately after the questions for reflection, you will find a Challenge that
aims to encourage you to take action. Please embrace it! Because our world only wins when we
move from words to action.



TIP3 ~ QUESTIONS

The questions at the end of each chapter can be used for personal reflection or group discussion.
We also hope they encourage you to ask more questions of your own. If in a group, always be
respectful and loving towards others. Listen attentively and respectfully share your own views.

TIP4 ~ FOOD FOR THOUGHT

We end each chapter with a Food for Thought quote and a final question. The purpose of this is to
challenge you to take the topic a step further, to spend some time in deep thinking, making sense
of all that has been said and done. The idea is to foster in you a desire to continually renew your
mind with God’s help (Rom. 12:2; 1 Thess. 5:21). Because, ultimately, it is your thoughts that will
give way to your actions. Our hope is that you turn this practice into a habit.

This is also a great place for you to write down your final thoughts and conclusions on the chapter,
to set yourself practical next steps and take note of specific prayer requests.
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ICEBREAKER
—_—

TO AGREE OR DISAGREE, THAT IS THE QUESTION.' What do you think about the world? Your
mind is probably racing already, processing different images and emotions. The following statements are
meant to challenge you into taking a position on various aspects of this question. Hopefully, this helps you
answer the question more precisely.

Do you agree or disagree with the statements below? Mark your position on the scale.

In my daily life, | feel good about the world most of the time.
STRONGLY DISAGREE —}—+—+—+—+—+—+—+—+—+—f—+—+—+—+—+—+—+—+—+—|—+—+—+—+—+—+—+—+—+—— STRONGLY AGREE

| find that the people around me are friendly and positive.

STRONGLY DISAGREE ——+—+—+—+—+—+—+—+—+ f—————————+ f—————————+ {— STRONGLY AGREE

STRONGLY DISAGREE ——+—+—+—+—+—+—+—+—+ f—————————+ f—————————+ {— STRONGLY AGREE

A world without poverty is possible.

STRONGLY DISAGREE ——+—+—+—+—+—+—+—+—+ f—————————+ f—————————+ {— STRONGLY AGREE

A world without poverty is biblical.
STRONGLY DISAGREE —}—+—+—+—+—+—+—+—+—+—f—+—+—+—+—+—+—+—+—+—|—+—+—+—+—+—+—+—+—+—— STRONGLY AGREE

| believe that | can change the world.

STRONGLY DISAGREE ——+—+—+—+—+—+—+—+—+ f—————————+ f—————————+ {— STRONGLY AGREE

| believe that God has called me to change the world.

STRONGLY DISAGREE ——+—+—+—+—+—+—+—+—+ f—————————+ f—————————+ {— STRONGLY AGREE

As congregations/churches we have a special responsibility in the development of society.

STRONGLY DISAGREE ——+—+—+—+—+—+—+—+—+ f—————————+ f—————————+ {— STRONGLY AGREE

Our church is very much aware of the global impact we can make together.
STRONGLY DISAGREE —}—+—+—+—+—+—+—+—+—+—f—+—+—+—+—+—+—+—+—+—|—+—+—+—+—+—+—+—+—+—— STRONGLY AGREE

Look at your answers.
+ Was your first impression accurate? How would you describe your attitude towards the world now?
s Would you have taken a different position a few years ago? If so, how and why?
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WORLD IMAGES

When you look at the world, what do you see? Do you see
things that excite you and fascinate you? Do you see the amaz-
ing and colourful details? The diversity and variety? The virtuoso
masterpieces? The way everything seems to be connected? Or
do you rather notice what is wrong? The flaws? The violence?
The devastation? The threat of extinction? Is this Earth—with
everything you find in it—a fellow creature to you? Or is it simply
a backdrop, something you use for decoration or to make your
life as pleasant as possible?

The way we look at something impacts the way we treat it. It
determines whether we are willing to protect and preserve it; or
whether we simply ignore it, or perhaps even discard it.

A very important moment in the history of our global view of the
world was probably the flight of Apollo 8 in 1968. Apollo 8 was
sent into space to take pictures of the moon in preparation for
the first landing that would take place there. But it was a picture
taken by accident what actually became really famous. A picture
of planet Earth that the crew took once they had orbited the
moon. This photo later became known as "Earthrise". It shows
our blue planet surrounded by the sheer and endless blackness
of space. Nothing new really, but it suddenly made many people
vividly aware of the fact that we only have this one planet. To this
day, it is probably the most influential environmental photograph
ever taken.?
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THE BIBLICAL WORLDVIEW AND
MANDATE

According to the Bible, the Earth is God's creation. When | read
through the Creation account (Gen. 1 and 2), | encounter a Crea-
tor who designs a wonderful planet with great attention to detail
and who is Himself incredibly enthusiastic about how His work
turns out. Genesis 1:31 (NLT) says that "He saw that it was very
good”. But this Creator does not only design a planet. He uses
the dust of the ground (adama in Hebrew) to create a species
that resembles Him: the “earthling” (mankind, adam in Hebrew)
(Gen. 1:27; 2:7). This “earthling” gets to have a say in the final
touches of the planet, for he is given the task of naming his fellow
creatures (Gen. 2:19-20). And then, he is given a pretty straight-
forward job description, which makes it all the more impressive
to me: Human beings are to be fruitful and multiply, and they are
to take responsibility for the planet (Gen. 1:28; 2:15).

by Apollo g astronaut will

4,1968,
garthrise” faken on December 2
“gal )
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Eventually—and sadly—this idyllic picture turns into a distorted
image when the two “earthlings” taste a forbidden fruit and
thus upset the whole Earth’s ecosystem considerably. The be-
nevolent creation is now the cradle of dissension and discord.
Guilt, pain, discrimination, hardship and, finally, death take hold
(see Gen. 3:7-24).

The world is no longer paradise. But it is still the beloved creation.
For nowhere in the Bible do | read that creation has ceased to be
creation. Or that humans have been released from their respon-
sibility towards creation. No statement in the Bible indicates that
God would somehow distance Himself from His creation. What
| do read in the Bible, however, is that:

s God still claims that this world—and everything in it, including
animals—belongs to Him (Deut. 10:14; Ps. 50:10-11; Ps. 24:1);

s We can still encounter God in a special way in creation
(Ps. 19:1-4, Rom. 1:20);

CHAPTER | 1 |

s Jesus Himself liked to use images from nature for His parables
(e.g. seeds, animals, plants, bread and wine — see Matt. 13:1-9;
Luke 15:3-7; Mark 13:28-31; John 6:35; Mark 2:18-22);

s God still cares for His creation, which includes not only human
beings, but also animals and the land (Lev. 25:2-7; Ps. 36:7;
Ps. 65:10; Ps. 147:8-9), and He even renews it again and again
(Ps. 104:30); and

+ God is clearly not only invested in the redemption of human
beings, but also of all creation (Rom. 8:20-21; Col. 1:15-20).
Interestingly, this is a perspective that is consistent with the
account of the Flood, where God makes His covenant not only
with mankind, but explicitly and repeatedly with all living crea-
tures on earth (Gen. 9:1-7).

As we will see, there are many reasons why we should work
for the preservation and protection of this earth and of all our
fellow creatures. One of these reasons is that it is a clear biblical
mandate—a fact we simply cannot ignore.

This earth—along with all its creatures—was created by God.
It belongs to Him, not us. And although He still cares for it and
renews it, He has called us humans to take responsibility for it. A
mission that was already given to us in the Garden of Eden and
that we will probably still have on the New Earth.

THE EARTH IS THE LORD'S 13
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HOW ARE WE DOING?

We humans are currently on the verge of irreparably damaging
this planet. That is why some scientists talk about the so-called
Anthropocene. They use this term to refer to the current era in
which we live, where humans have become such a planetary force
that they are significantly impacting the entire planet’s climate
and ecosystems.® Our way of life, for example, has led to extreme-
ly high levels of methane and carbon dioxide in the atmosphere
and oceans, and of nitrogen and phosphorus in the soil. The ice
at the poles is melting, much faster than initially suspected. In less
than 100 years, we have accumulated enough plastic waste to
cover the entire planet. We have increased the extinction rate of
plants and animals a hundredfold.* There is simply no denying it:
we humans are changing the Earth’s ecosystems. Unfortunately,
not for the better.

When we look at the news, we read a lot about climate change
and its dramatic consequences. We learn about extreme weather
conditions like heatwaves, heavy rain, hurricanes and devastating
forest fires. We hear about the alarming rate at which the polar
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ice caps are melting. But as humans, we are about to cross even
more of our planet’s boundaries.

In order to get the big picture, we can have a look at the model
of planetary boundaries,> which was first published in 2009 in
a technical article entitled "Planetary Boundaries: Exploring the
Safe Operating Space for Humanity".® This document was written
by around 30 international scientists (led by Johan Rockstrom)
and was updated in 2015. This model establishes nine planetary
boundaries, which we humans should not exceed if we want the
Earth to continue to be a safe living space for us. The findings
make it clear that we have already gone beyond our safe oper-
ating space in three areas and are close to the limit in others.

We are not only victims in this drama, but also perpetrators.
Because it is also our lifestyle that is bringing our planet to the
brink of destruction. Year after year, we are reminded of this
on the so-called Earth Overshoot Day.’” This is the day on which
we have used up all the resources that the Earth can produce
in one year. In 2021, we reached this day on 29" July. In other
words, as a global community, we are currently consuming the
resources of 1.74 Earths. And the trend is on the rise. But we
only have this one planet.

14 THE EARTH IS THE LORD'S




IN A NUTSHELL

Even though we perceive and feel the ruptures in creation, this
Earth—along with all its creatures—is still God's creation, which
He cares for and looks after, which continues to belong to Him
alone and where we humans can still encounter Him. From the
beginning, God has called us to be responsible gardeners and
stewards of His creation. A mandate that is still valid to this day.

Science and the news make it very clear that we are not only
stretching this creation beyond its limits; we are also in the pro-
cess of irreversibly damaging it.

So, it is high time that we take care of God's creation. Out of
reverence and respect for our fellow creatures. Out of concern
and care for future generations. Out of loyalty and allegiance to
God, our Creator.

[ountry
Overshoot Days
2021

Egypt

Country Overshoot Days are also calcu-
lated annually. All European countries
reach their Overshoot Day significantly

Colombia

early in the year. In 2021, for example,
the United Kingdom reached its
Overshoot Day on 19" May. You can
find the date for other countries at
www.overshootday.org/newsroom/
country-overshoot-days/.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Dear God, this world belongs to You. It is Your wonderful
creation, which You continue to care for. Help me to be a
good gardener and steward for You.
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1. Do you recall a time when you experienced God in nature? Share your experience.
2. What people or experiences have shaped the way you relate to the world the most?

3. Since Creation, we humans have been called to cultivate and take care of this world. How is this divine
mission reflected in the way you live?

4. What motivates you to actively work for the preservation of this Earth? What prevents you from doing so?

THE EARTH IS THE LORD'S




CHALLENGE

CHALLENGE 1: CALCULATE YOUR
ECOLOGICAL FOOTPRINT

Do you know what your impact is on the environment? To find
out, all you need to do is calculate your personal ecological
footprint. It will tell you how many Earths we would need if
every person on this planet lived, travelled, ate and consumed
like you.

The Global Footprint Network (www.footprintnetwork.org)

offers you the possibility of calculating your own ecological
footprint here: www.footprintcalculator.org

Dt T compltid T challoge

CHALLENGE 2: TURNING THE RIGHT
SCREWS

The central tenets of a more sustainable lifestyle are efficiency,
consistency and sufficiency.

Efficiency means producing or consuming better. In other
words, to consume the same things, but with less resource
consumption and less CO, production.

Consistency means producing or consuming differently, for ex-
ample, by relying on renewable energies or reusable materials.

Sufficiency means producing or consuming /ess. This could be
accomplished by sharing, exchanging, giving away or doing
without certain things.

Find something in your everyday life that you can do better
or buy differently in terms of sustainability, in order to align
yourself with the three tenets explained above (efficiency, con-
sistency and sufficiency).

'paZ;Z WW %/{ W&:
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT

JESUS-THE SOURCE, THE GOAL, THE
SUSTAINER AND THE REDEEMER OF
ALL CREATION

“Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. He existed be-
fore anything was created and is supreme over all creation, for
through him God created everything in the heavenly realms and
on earth. He made the things we can see and the things we
can't see—such as thrones, kingdoms, rulers, and authorities in
the unseen world. Everything was created through him and for
him. He existed before anything else, and he holds all creation
together. Christ is also the head of the church, which is his body.
He is the beginning, supreme over all who rise from the dead.
So heis first in everything. For God in all his fullness was pleased
to live in Christ, and through him God reconciled everything to
himself. He made peace with everything in heaven and on earth
by means of Christ's blood on the cross” (Col. 1:15-20 NLT,
emphasis added).

Does this passage change or impact your attitude towards the
planet and your fellow creatures? If so, how?

THE EARTH IS THE LORD'S 17




2 THE EARTH IS THE LORD'S

Key Text

JEREMIAH 22:13-16; MICAH 6:8



ICEBREAKER
—_—

A SENSE OF JUSTICE. Justice is a big and broad term. Each one of us will approach it differently
depending on our personal history and our diverse life experiences.

Could you put into words—or even pictures—what you understand by justice?

/A

CHAPTER

Note:

A good way to approach this question is to think of situations in your life in which you experienced
injustice yourself, situations in which you felt justice was simply missing. What is truly valuable to

us often becomes particularly clear when it is violated or taken away somehow. In the words of the
German comedian, Sebastian Pufpaff, “That's the way it is with injustice. Often you don't feel it until
it happens to you."!

This exercise is even more informative when you share it with others. Together, you can analyse
situations better and realise how differently we people think about justice.
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SOLA GRATIA

He had made up his mind. He would study Law. But then a life-
and-death experience prompted him to enter a monastery. And
that is how he began his studies in theology. Years later, he even
completed his doctorate.

However, his faith was challenged over and over again by the
same questions: How can | possibly stand before God? How do
I receive forgiveness? How can God be merciful towards me?

After much Bible study, he finally saw the light when he read
the following text in the Epistle to the Romans: “For | am not
ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to
salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also
for the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from
faith to faith; as it is written, ‘The just shall live by faith"” (Rom.
1:16-17).

For Martin Luther, these verses opened up a whole new world.?
All these years, he had been taught that man could only stand
before God through good works, through the intercession of
the saints and through certain ecclesiastical rituals. But now the
scales had finally fallen from his eyes and he could see clearly: we
humans cannot earn our salvation; it can only be given

to us by God. And that by grace alone—sola gratia. To accept
this and internalise it requires real trust in God, in other words,
faith. That is why the just will /ive by faith.

This realisation describes the heart of the Reformation. It was a
great moment in church history. And it would be such a blessing
today if we truly lived by it.?

Because thanks to sola gratia, | know God accepts me as | am.
I can honestly and fearlessly face my failures because | have
nothing to hide. Sola gratia prevents me from putting too much
pressure on myself. And it protects me from the delusion of
trying to score points with God by doing good deeds. Sola gratia
reminds me that all | need to do is trust in God.

20 THE EARTH IS THE LORD'S




JUSTICE

Itis also important to understand that the Bible is not only about
answering the question of how I will get to “heaven”. (By the
way, this question alone reveals a degree of individualism that
must have been completely foreign to the writers of the Bible.)
The Bible also spends a significant amount of time addressing
another interesting question: how do we create a piece of heaven
on earth?

When you browse through the Poverty and Justice Bible?, it soon
becomes clear that this second question is also central to the
Bible. In it, you find more than 2,000 highlighted verses that deal
with poverty and justice.

The two main terms that describe the concept of justice in the
Old Testament are the Hebrew words mishpat (justice) and its
kindred word tsedaqgah (righteousness).

MISHPAT

The word mishpat occurs—in its various forms—over 200 times in
the Old Testament. It describes rectifying justice, that is, the com-
mitment to act in favour of the victims of injustice and violence.

God Himself cares for mishpat: “He administers justice [mishpat]
for the fatherless and the widow, and loves the stranger, giving
him food and clothing” (Deut. 10:18; see also Ps. 146:7-9).

And God requires His followers to work for mishpat: “Administer
true justice [mishpat];, show mercy and compassion to one an-
other. Do not oppress the widow or the fatherless, the foreign-
er or the poor. Do not plot evil against each other” (Zech. 7:9-10
NIV; see also Jer. 22:3). The prophet Micah beautifully sums up
God's expectations as follows, “He has told you, O man, what
is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice
[mishpat], and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your
God?” (Mic. 6:8 ESV)

So God Himself intercedes for the powerless and the poor.> And
He is so committed that He is even called the “father of the fa-
therless” and the “defender of widows” (Ps. 68:4-5). But mishpat
is not only God'’s business, He also demands it from His followers.
Especially for the sake of those who have the least economic
and social power.

CHAPTER | 2 |
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TSEDAQAH

The other Hebrew word, tsedaqgah, is usually translated as
“righteousness” or “being righteous”. It refers to what some
call primary justice, that is, “behavior that, if it was prevalent in
the world, would render rectifying justice [mishpat] unnecessary,
because everyone would be living in right relationship to every-
one else” .® Like mishpat, tsedagah is often about solidarity with
the poor and the oppressed.” In this sense, it is often translated
as mercy or compassion? in the Bible.

THE EARTH IS THE LORD'S 21




Tsedaqah is thus the divine ideal that should guide both individuals
and entire nations.? Proverbs 14:34 reminds us that “righteousness
[tsedagah] exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people.”

The message of the prophet Jeremiah to King Jehoiakim rings so
true nowadays. It is truly impressive:

'3 And the Lord says, “What sorrow awaits Jehoiakim,
who builds his palace with forced labor.
He builds injustice into its walls,
for he makes his neighbors work for nothing.
He does not pay them for their labor.
“He says, 'l will build a magnificent palace
with huge rooms and many windows.
I will panel it throughout with fragrant cedar
and paint it a lovely red.’
'>But a beautiful cedar palace does not make a great king!
Your father, Josiah, also had plenty to eat and drink.
But he was just [mishpat] and right [tsedagah] in all his dealings.
That is why God blessed him.
16 He gave justice and help to the poor and needy,
and everything went well for him.
Isnt that what it means to know me?”
says the Lord.
(Jer. 22:13-16 NLT)

PRACTISE JUSTICE

If we want to be guided by the biblical understanding of justice,
it is very important that we consider everything we have talked
about so far—sola gratia and the joint concepts of mishpat
and tsedagabh.

Mishpat and tsedagah remind me that justice is a matter close
to God's heart. He sees and hears the misery and the cry of the
oppressed and the exploited. He stands up for the rights of the
poor and the powerless. As His followers, we are called to do
the same. Because sola gratia also tells us that we are all equal.
We are all equal recipients of God's grace, which means we
are all of equal value to God, and, consequently, we should all
be treated justly. So, our commitment to social justice is not an
optional “extra” on our to-do list, but an essential expression
of our relationship with God as His disciples and as recipients
of His grace.
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A LOUDLY UNJUST WORLD

When we look at our world, we see many positives:'°

/

Average life expectancy has increased from age 48 to age 71
since 1950.

Since 1990, the number of people living in extreme income
poverty, i.e., living on less than 1.90 US dollars a day, has fallen
by more than half.

Child mortality has fallen by more than 50%.

More than two billion people have gained access to safe drink-
ing water and toilets for the first time.

However, our prosperity also has many downsides:

/

/

Worldwide, one person in nine does not have enough to eat.
About two billion people live on less than three US dollars a
day.

In 2015, the world's richest one percent already had more
wealth than the remaining 99 percent of humanity put to-
gether.

About 40 percent of the world’s agricultural land is now seri-
ously threatened by erosion.

By 2025, two out of three people worldwide are likely to live
in water-stressed regions.

In industrialised nations, every other person (50%) has access
to higher education. In countries with few opportunities for
development, on the other hand, one person in six does not
even reach the age of 20 and only one in 33 manages to
complete higher education.™

CHAPTER | 2 |

s The conclusion of the United Nations Development Report of
2019is, “In every country many people have little prospect for
a better future. Lacking hope, purpose or dignity, they watch
from society’s sidelines as they see others pull ahead to ever
greater prosperity. Worldwide many have escaped extreme
poverty, but even more have neither the opportunities nor the
resources to control their lives.”!?

Even if we are not among the super-rich, we have to admit
that we are among the wealthiest people on this planet. How
else could we in the industrialised world afford to consume the
resources of three Earths? In the past, God sent the prophet
Jeremiah to King Jehoiakim with a clear message, “Do justice
[mishpat] and righteousness [tsedagah]” (Jer. 22:3 ESV). Don't
you think the ball is in our court today?

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Dear God, You accept me just as | am out of love and mercy.
l, too, want to treat my fellow creatures with the same love
and mercy | receive from You. Please do not let me ignore
the cry of the oppressed and the exploited. Show me where
and how | can work for justice in this world.
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1. Why do we often find it difficult to simply accept that we are saved by grace alone (sola gratia)? What
does sola gratia mean to you personally?

2. In today's reading, Jeremiah 22:13-16 is quoted as a message that is still relevant to us nowadays. Do
you see it that way too? What does the text remind you of?

3. Mishpat and tsedaqah are both close to God's heart, but they are also meant to be practised by His
followers. How do you live mishpat and tsedagah in your life? Is there anything that would help you to
better integrate them in your life?

4. Why should you engage in mishpat and tsedaqah when you are saved by grace?
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CHALLENGE

EMPATHY FOR THE POOREST

A person lives in extreme poverty when they are unable to meet
their basic needs. The World Bank defines the extreme poor as
those living on less than 1.90 US dollars per day. This is roughly
equivalent to 1.68 euros (as of November 2021). This amount
is considered the minimum a person needs to barely survive.”

The United Nations estimates that, in 2020, between 720 and
811 million (that is an average of 768 million) of a total of 7.7
billion people went hungry worldwide. In other words, roughly
one in ten people.™

These people often cannot afford medication. Education and
housing are usually out of their reach as well.’

It is not at all possible for us to actually live on 1.90 US dollars
(1.68 euros) per day. However, to get a sense of what poverty
feels like, we challenge you to spend only 1.90 US dollars per
day on food for one day, three days or maybe even a whole
week.'®

How did you feel after this challenge? Share your experience
with a friend.

Tips:

+ For a more enriching experience, it is of course ideal if you
can take on this challenge together with others.

s Please make sure that your health does not suffer during
this challenge!

Dits T ompliil Tis challnge
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT

JESUS AND THE POOR

“In Proverbs [19:17; 14:31] we see God identifying with the
poor symbolically. But in the incarnation and death of Jesus
we see God identifying with the poor and marginal literally.
Jesus was born in a feed trough. When his parents had him
circumcised the offering they made—two pigeons [Luke 2:24;
Lev. 12:8]—was that prescribed for the poorest class of people
in the society. He lived among the poor and the marginalised,
who were drawn to him even as the respectable were repulsed
by him. We see the kind of life he led when he said, ‘Foxes
have holes, birds have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere
to lay his head’ (Luke 9:59). At the end of his life he rode into
Jerusalem on a borrowed donkey, spent his last evening in a
borrowed room, and when he died he was laid in a borrowed
tomb. They cast lots for his only possession, his robe, for there
on the cross he was stripped of everything. He died naked and
penniless. He had little the world valued and the little he had
was taken. He was discarded—thrown away. But only because
of him do we have any hope.”"’

Jesus identifies with the poor. How does this impact your disci-
pleship (i.e. the way you live out your life as a disciple of Jesus)?
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ICEBREAKER
—_—

(UN)JUST WORLD.' How are the planet's resources distributed? In which continent do most people live?
Where are the people rather poor? Where are they rather rich? Where is the ecological footprint particularly
large? Does your impression match the reality? Let's find out!
1. Write down your estimates in the table below.
2. Compare your estimates with the 2018 statistical report, which you can find in the download area by
using the link below.
3. Reflect on your observations:
a. Were there any large discrepancies between your estimates and the actual distribution? Do you have
any idea why you might have been off by so much?
b. Do you find any imbalances between population, income distribution and environmental consump-
tion? Do you see any connections or patterns?
¢. Ifyou divide the income and the environmental consumption by the corresponding population, you
get the per capita value. How does that change or impact your perspective?

World population Income Environmental consumption
(gross national product) (ecological footprint)

l in millions in % in billions of USD in % in billions of gha*  in %

Europa &
Russia

North
America

Central &
South
America

Asia

Africa

Oceania

1 1 1
Total 00 00 00

* The global hectare (gha) is the standard measuring unit for the ecological footprint. It measures the extent to
which human consumption impacts the biosphere. Find more information at: www.footprintnetwork.org.

TIP: If you do this activity in groups, you can make this exercise more interactive by providing each group with 30 same-coloured
tiles (which add up to 100%) for each of the three categories. Each group should then agree on how to distribute the tiles among
the continents.
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WHAT A WONDERFUL WORLD

We live in a globalised world. We eat Indian, Chinese, Italian,
and even Mexican food. We travel to distant countries. We
chat with friends across the globe; sometimes so intensely that
these online connections seem closer to us than the people on
our own street! Again and again, we encounter images from
faraway places in the news, and sometimes the conflicts or ca-
tastrophes that happen elsewhere also impact our everyday lives.
National borders play a role only to a limited extent. Thanks to
the internet, we have grown together as a global community.
We have become global citizens, but above all global shoppers.
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Our supermarket is the world. We buy technology from Asia,
cocoa beans from the Ivory Coast, coffee grains from South
America, grapes from South Africa, apples and kiwis from New
Zealand, toys from China, avocados from Peru, clothes from
Bangladesh, beef from Brazil and roses from Africa. We have
become accustomed to this extremely diverse range of products
whilst probably being unaware of the many kilometres the prod-
ucts we buy actually travel. We're used to immediate delivery.
We're used to surprisingly cheap. But, have you ever wondered
how it is that we can buy a chocolate with cocoa from the Ivory
Coast for less than one euro in the supermarket? Or a T-shirt
made of Indian cotton and manufactured in Bangladesh for as
little as three euros?
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THE DARK SIDE

Unfortunately, what feels like paradise to us also has a dark side.
For it is a virtually immutable law of this world that if we buy
cheaply, someone else is bearing the real cost.

Let's take a look at chocolate production, for example. In the
cocoa plantations of West Africa, around two million children
work under exploitative conditions. They have to do hard phys-
ical work with little or no protection from the toxic pesticides.
And it is chocolate manufacturers like Ferrero, Nestlé, Mars and
Mondelez who—despite their promise almost 20 years ago to
reduce child labour on their plantations—apparently continue to
condone that children be shamelessly exploited for their cocoa.?

What about the cultivation of black tea? In the supermarket (at
least in Germany), a packet of branded black tea with 50 tea
bags costs about three euros. According to an Oxfam study,
the workers usually earn only four cents of this, an amount that
does not even cover their food. The rest is shared by the German
manufacturer and the supermarket (2.60 euros), the middleman
(20 cents) and the plantation owner (16 cents).?

UNFAIR WAGES FOR A PAIR OF JEANS

The wage for a 100-euro pair of jeans is one euro. It is trading and
advertising that make the jeans expensive.

1% Worker's wages
11% Shipping, taxes, importation

13% Fabric and profit of the factory in the
F low-income country

259% Branding, administration J
and advertising

50 % Retail, administration and VAT

Source: Greenpeace Magazin (Ed.). Textil-Fibel 4, 2011, p. 14
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The situation is similar in the textile industry: cotton farmers are
usually forced to sell their cotton to textile producers at extremely
low prices. The textiles are then processed in countries such as
Bangladesh or Pakistan, where people usually have to work
long hours under miserable working and safety conditions and
at exploitative wages. A worker earns less than one euro for a
100-euro pair of jeans.*
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LOVING OUR NEIGHBOUR IN A
GLOBALISED WORLD

While manufacturers and advertisers seek to persuade us that we
need their products in order to be happy, Jesus invites us to follow
a completely different strategy. When a teacher of the law asked
Him for guidance, Jesus confirmed that the key to a successful
life is actually found in the following Old Testament verses, “"You
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your
neighbour as yourself’ (Deut. 6:5; Deut. 19:18)" (Luke 10:27 ESV).
This answer left the teacher of the law unsatisfied, so he decided
to ask a second question, “And who is my neighbour?” (v. 29). It
looked like he was actually trying to say, “Surely you don't mean
I have to love and meet the needs of everyone.” The truth is this
question—"Who is my neighbour?”"—was relevant then and is
still relevant to us now, in the globalised world we live in.

Jesus responds by telling a story, a parable. We know it as the
story of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:30-35). On his way from
Jerusalem to Jericho, a man is attacked, robbed, beaten up and
left half dead. The first person to find him is a priest, but he simply
passes him by. Then comes a Levite, one of the temple workers
who assisted the priests, and he does the same thing: he turns
a blind eye to the badly wounded man. Both of these people
would have been expected to stop and help. In the end, it is a
Samaritan who is the hero of the story because he is the one
who is moved with compassion. He stops to help the man, and
then transports him to safety. He even pays for the victim to be
nursed back to health. Jesus ends His parable with a surprising
question, “Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a
neighbour to the man who fell among the robbers?” (v. 36 ESV,
emphasis added). Mind-blowing! Because here Jesus no longer
asks who saw his neighbour in the victim, but who proved to be
the victim's neighbour.
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This surprising short story has enriched my personal understand-
ing of what it means to truly love other